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APRIL 2020 NOTES FROM THE MANAGERS
by Larry and Reggie Jordon, Sunscape Managers

The park has been shut down to travelers until further notice.
The Community Center and Clubhouse have been closed for the
 summer.
The dog park will proceed when Sunscape Maintenance gets the time to
 clean out the former storage area.
We have purchased a new storage container for maintenance.  We were
 able to purchase this due to the help from the Sunscape Jammers and
 one other park group which prefers not to be named.  The Jammers
 donated $1000.
As we drive around park, we still see a lot of people not maintaining
 the amount of distance recommended for prevention of Covid-19.
 Please stay vigilante on this requirement.
We still need volunteers for the summer recycling program.  See Larry
 or Reggie if interested.
Welcome Center summer hours:  Monday, Wednesday and Friday from
 9 am to noon.
Ice will be available during the hours the Welcome Center is open.
Finally, everyone needs to arrange for their own weed control.   Sunscape
 does not spray weeds nor do we want to invest in the time to call
 members and tell them their lot is full of weeds. Lots should be
 sprayed at a minimum of every 4 months.

LOT RENTAL FROM PARK
All deposits made for rental of the
cooperative’s  lots are non-refundable.

HISTORY PROJECT
The Communication Committee is in
the process of compiling information
about what has happened at
Sunscape through it’s inception, but  in
particular, to the last 10 years.  A history
book was published by Millie Boone in
2010 which is full of interesting
information.  I.  Information will be
published in the Sunscape Way each
month before being uploaded to our
website.  The first edition is in this
newsletter.

THANK YOU to the volunteers that
continue to maintain and beautify the
park throughout the summer.

COMMUNICATIONS CORNER

Managers - manager@sunscapervresort.com

Activity Director - activities@sunscapervresort.com

Maintenance - maintenance@sunscapervresort.com

Welcome Center - reservations@sunscapervresort.com

Website - www.sunscapervresort.com

Newsletter - newsletter@sunscapervresort.com

LOT TRANSFERS
3/02/20    52  Don E and Norma Adkins
3/13/20 233 Judy and Edwin Jobe
3/13/20 380 Dan Preston
3/16/20 346 Bruce & Norma Mikres
3/23/20 453 Doug & Gina Bird
3/14/20 247 Samuel & Tammy Harbaugh
3/24/20 205 Pat & Bonnie Dobson
4/01/20 245 Joe and Colette Carpenter
4/01/20 495 Ronnie & Donna Graham
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LOTS
Sunscape was incorporated in 1985. At that time there were 137 completed lots.  The Board of Directors, with the
developer, Dick Unger, as the President, acted as the Architectural Committee.  The number of developed lots grew
quickly over the next 16 years.
YEAR NUMBER OF LOTS FINISHED TOTAL NUMBER OF LOTS
1985     137       137

  1996       87       224
  1997       29       253
  1998     118       371
  2000     127       498
  2001         8       506
There are 480 Leased lots and 25 lots owned by the Cooperative.  This gives us 505 lots and lot 22 as a picnic area with
entry into the cactus garden.

PARK MODELS
Margaret Dooley was a font of information on the first park models in the park..  The first one was put on lot 10 by
Nancy and Toxi Hall.  This park model was replaced in 2011.  The second was put on lot #191 by Ann and Bill Johnston
and is still here. The third was Margaret Dooley's on lot 356.  Margaret thinks the first two were placed in 1987 and hers
was done in 1989.  The Architectural Committee only has information from 2001 as to the number of park models
placed on lots each year.  Here's what we know:

NUMBER OF PARK MODELS PLACED EACH YEAR

Over the years the total number of park models in the park has grown.  Official count has varied.
On October 25, 2004 there were 177 park models, and 15 park trailers in park.
On January 31, 2007, there were 242 park models, 28 permanent park trailers, fifth-wheels and trailers for a total of 270
 permanent units.                       (Continued on page 3)
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SUNSCAPE HISTORY PROJECT
If you have never seen the Sunscape History book entitled Sunscape Forever Growing – A Look at the Past written by
Millie Boone, you are missing some very interesting information about Sunscape and how the park was developed.  This
history book covered the years 1971, when the developer purchased the property, to 2010.  Millie was the park's first
newsletter editor.  That newsletter was called the Sunscaper and was published from October 1996 to March of 2010.  We
have a copy of every newsletter.  If you would like to read them, please contact the Communication Committee.
The Communication Committee will soon be putting Millie's history book on the website for you to enjoy.   We will also
be adding to it.  As we prepare to add information to the website for the years since 2010, we will publish our findings in
the Sunscape Way Happenings newsletter first.  That way you have a chance to add to the story as we go.  Our hope is
that people who know the history will see this and correct or add to our information so it is correct when we put it on the
website.   Photos are needed for the last 10 years.  If you have information or photos that pertain to Sunscape, please email
wowpegasus@hotmail.com.  Photos may be scanned in high resolution or JoAnn can do it.  Just contact her at the above
email or call (712)790-3103  Our first addendum to the history just adds some information from before 2011 that wasn't in
the history book that Millie published. Read the following pages for information.  Be sure to check out the website next
season when we start posting the history and photos from days gone by.

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

11 13 30 26 10 26 13 7 8 6 4 3 5 0 2 3 3 2 1
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Things work out best for those who make the best of the way things work out.

PARK MODEL COUNT    (Continued from page 2)

In 2012 there were 290 Park Models and 216 RV spaces.
In 2013 the park contained 277 park models, 8 park trailers along with 220 RV spaces.
By January of 2018 there were 298 park models/park trailers.
So there might have been around 125 park models placed before 2001.  An unofficial count in March of 2020 reported
 285 park models, 11 park trailers and 208 RV lots plus  Lot 1 (EMC shed) and lot 22 (picnic area).

ASSESSMENTS
As do all costs, those to operate Sunscape have increased over the years.  Therefore our annual assessments have had to
keep pace.  In Millie's history book, she has a great comparison between 2000 and 2010 of how the park expenses and
income changed during that time.  In it she lists the 2000 assessment at $240 and the 2010 assessment at $925.  When
we put additional years of history in the Sunscape Way and on the website, we will include each year's assessment.   We
will also be including a comparison of park expenses and income from 2010 to 2020.

Mental Health and Social Isolation
By Hal Pullin

These are disturbing and disruptive times. The lack of normalcy can be crazy making. The disruption of our daily
routines will naturally create more anxiety. Anxiety is energy to do something with, healthy or unhealthy. Increased food
and alcohol consumption, while it might temporarily be calming, usually causes increased anxiety down the road.  Here
are a few healthy options.

Increasingly phone friends or family members and talk about feelings.
While many friends are gone from the park they are but just a phone call
away. Sharing fears can ease the pressure.  Sharing our vulnerability could
be an opportunity to feel closer.

Another healthy thing is to use the energy from anxiety as motivation to
make and implement your own safety plan.  Give yourself a pat, pat, pat
each time you wash your hands for twenty plus seconds . Remind yourself
to be your own best friend giving  yourself  many pat, pat, pats for making
safety changes.

We all need to learn to ask for what we need. Your neighbors are more than
willing to help, from a distance of course.

A healthy thing, and probably the best medication, is to get up and go for a walk every time you feel anxious. At night I
would carry a flashlight.

Find a focus or project to occupy your mind like starting a journal for your grandkids.  “ How I survived the great plague
of 2020”. 

The best psychological advice comes from the Serenity Prayer.  “God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot
change, and change the things I can.  And give me the wisdom to know the difference.”

Anxiety of course is fear, rational or irrational. Using anxiety to implement a safety plan is not only rational but could be
life saving. I have a recurring thought, that the life you save could be mine. We are all in this together. Be safe. Be calm.
Be diligent.

P.S. If you do feel panicky be sure to call someone.
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By Hal Pullin

Jim and Toma Chesness hale from Minnesota. They had been  RVing around the country for several years when
they found Sunscape through a camping association. After several visits they purchased a lot. Toma said it was the
friendliness of the people that most attracted them to buy here. Much of Sunscape was undeveloped, in fact they
joked, it was often referred to as Mudscape. As soon as, the first of what is now called the cactus garden lots opened
up, they bought their current lot (23) and moved their 5th wheel on it.

One night Jim woke up and thought Toma was burning something in the kitchen. In reality the kitchen was in
flames, and the 5th wheel was a  total loss. At the time,  Sunscape had its own volunteer fire department with fire
truck and all.  They extinguished the flames.  After the fire, they purchased the park model they now live in.

At first there was no cactus garden. The
land we know as the cactus garden was not
part of our park’s property,  it belonged to
a neighbor.   Mr. Unger, the park owner at
the time, was looking for place to put a
storage/ parking area and traded a
neighbor for the property.   After a road
grader scraped the land clean, Patsy and
Slim Steele would have none of that. They
rounded up the neighbors and they
purchased the property from Mr. Unger for
$6000.
They set out to develop the garden.  To the
left is a before photo.  Before and after
pictures will be on website soon. She
doesn’t want to admit to where all the

cactus have come from but one story is that someone was developing a piece of property and they were told they
could have the cactuses. They set off in 4 or 5 pickup trucks for the a great cactus round up.

Toma and Jim have a beautiful garden and welcome people to enjoy it.  She commented that many people living
in Sunscape have never visited the garden. It was always intended to be enjoyed by everyone. The garden has only
three rules. It is open to all, and no pets nor bicycles. They warned that you must watch your step.  Have you ever
gotten one of those big thorns out of a foot, a paw or a tire?

When Mary and I first arrived at the park, we took notice of the beautiful flowers and that Toma and Jim were
frequently dead heading and pulling weeds. We kept noticing Toma doing this and not knowing her name, we
dubbed her the flower lady.

Toma and Jim have done most the beautiful landscaping next to the Clubhouse. Much of the design is theirs. She
and Jim love the outdoors and have always been active: gardening, hiking and in travel. They have been working to
beautify the park since their arrival in 1991. Toma said she developed the love of gardening as a child, gardening
side by side with her grandmother.

Toma and Jim spend the summers in Minnesota where most of their family lives. They have 3 living children,
nine grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. They love to FaceTime with family.

I asked her if they ever served on any Sunscape Committees?  Toma said, “No, we are more worker bees”.
Indeed they are!

Be sure to check out their labor of love. Check out the guided tour video by the flower lady herself.  (Will be on
www.sunscapervresort.com soon)

Prologue:  The flowers, cactus and landscaping around the Clubhouse, the triangle at the approach to the park,
along with the cactus garden, are all labors of love and service by numbers of people over the years. I am mindful
that they exemplify the volunteer spirit of our park, the very essence of our community.

www.sunscapervresort.com

